Just five months after the 31st stated meeting of the AOU, the 32nd meeting was held in April of 1914 in Washington, D.C. With the exception of the 5th Congress in 1887, which was held October 11-13 in Boston, all the first 24 congresses (as they were called) were in November. The name was changed in 1907 to ''stated meeting,'' and the 25th was held in early December, as was the 27th stated meeting in 1909. All the other stated meetings were held in November. There were two reasons for holding a spring meeting. The first was to allow members who, for various reasons, could not attend a November meeting to attend a spring meeting. The second was to allow members to plan a year ahead to attend the 1915 meeting in May that was to coincide with the Panama-Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco, a world's fair that celebrated the completion of the Panama Canal and the recovery of San Francisco from the earthquake of 1906. The second week of April was chosen for the Washington, D.C., meeting because the city would be ''at its best,'' meaning that the cherry trees planted in 1912 might be in bloom and spring migration should be peaking. The local committee proposed ''short field excursions'' led by local members, and the hope was expressed that field trips would become an important part of future AOU meetings.
The business meeting was called to order by President Frank M. Chapman on Monday evening, April 6, at the New Ebbitt, at the time one of the most popular and elegant hotels in Washington (now the site of the National Press Club). , who had a long association with the American Museum of Natural History. Stimulated by a voyage on possibly the last whaling ship powered by sails (the ''Daisy'') to the southern Atlantic, the museum published his magnum opus, Oceanic Birds of the Southern Atlantic, in 1936. In 1937, the AOU awarded the Brewster Medal to him for that work. (Originally, the Brewster Medal was awarded for the most important book published on Western Hemisphere ornithology within the past 6 years.) Murphy held several offices in the AOU and served as president from 1948 to 1950.
A total of 26 people were elected as Associates, including teenager Joseph A. (''Archie'') Hagar , who would become the State Ornithologist of Massachusetts in 1934. Another young man who would go on to have a stellar career in wildlife management and conservation was Olaus Johan Murie (1889 Murie ( -1963 . Considered the father of elk management, Murie was a tireless champion of wilderness and for expansion of national parks. He and his wife were primarily responsible for the creation of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. Curiously, E. F. Pope, who had been elected an Associate at the previous meeting, was listed as being elected again as an Associate at this meeting.
A subtle but important change in the bylaws was approved: Associates shall be residents of America and shall not be limited in number. This change allowed people in Central and South America to join the AOU, which they could not do under the previous bylaws.
Public sessions followed for two days at the auditorium in the ''new'' building at the U.S. National Museum. 
